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Books are one of the important media of mass communica
tions. Through them ideas are transmitted from one reader to
another and from one generation to another. A particular species
of the book world which has gained a good deal of attention has
been the best-selling novel. This attention given to the best-
selling novel has come as a possible result of the wide reader
ship of these books. Numerous studies have been made of best
sellers in order to ascertain what value, if any, they might have
for the reading audience, what factors contribute to making a best
seller, and the types of books which tend to become best-selling
novels.
Related Studies
Hazel A. Pullings conducted a study to determine whether
the best-selling novels were becoming better or worse. She used
the content analysis method of research and analyzed the best
sellers covering the first half of the twentieth century; the top
10 novels for the midpoint in each decade were used. Four critics
of each novel were selected at random from reviews in the Book
Review Digest. Critical opinions were sought on (1) dominant and
Hazel A. Pullings, "Our Best Sellers: Better?-or Worse?"
Library Journal, LXXI (February 1, 1949), 157.
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secondary themes, (2) quality of literary style, (3) character
portrayal, (4) expression of moral and ethical standards, (5) re
flection of good taste, and (6) the exhibition of emotional ma
turity. The findings of this study can be summarized briefly.
Love, in these novels, expressed in terms of sex, occupied a minor
position in relation to other themes. The theme of the best-
selling novel has turned from the love theme to social, economic,
and political themes. If one feels this change is for the better,
then the best selling novels have improved. More than half the
reviewers found that there were commendable literary characters,
that two-thirds of the novels enjoyed fine characterization, and
that best-selling novels were departing in large numbers from weak
and sentimental plots to those which are more realistic.
Russell Lynes, managing editor of Harper's magazine, made
a study of best-selling books of the 1950's. Mr. Lynes, in report
ing his findings, admits to not having studied scientifically all
the best-sellers of the fifties, but used what he considered a
2
"representative sampling." The findings of this study were that
the decade was crowded with books on religion and uplift such as
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Positive Thinking and Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall.
There was very little attention given to politics except in those
titles which dealt with United States foreign policy. Best-
selling novels of the decade expressed an interest in self-
analysis, evidenced by such works as The Man in the Grey Flannel
Suit by Sloan Wilson, The Organization Man by William H. Whyte,
4 5
Jr., and The House of Intellect by Jacques Barzun. Another
trend in best-selling novels of the 1950's noted by Lynes, was the
abundance of sex.
Another study of best-selling novels was conducted by the
students in the Reading Interest of Adults course offered at the
7
Syracuse University School of Library Science. This study also
utilized the content analysis method of research. The best-seller
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lists appearing in the Publishers' Weekly1 were analyzed for the
years 1952, 1953, and 1954 and the following conclusions were
drawn: (1) that the three subject areas represented most on the
lists were: (a) books on religion and inspiration; (b) biography
and biographical novels; and (c) historical novels; (2) that other
areas treated were books on self-improvement, stories of suspense
and drama, and character studies. In analyzing the lists it was
found that, during the period covered by the study, a larger num
ber of non-fiction than fiction books apparently appealed to the
readers. Readers' interests were aroused by books dealing with




It was the purpose of this study to ascertain, by looking
at theme, setting, and main character types, the kinds of fiction
which apparently appeal to the American reading public as evi
denced through the lists of best-selling fiction appearing in The
New York Times Book Review. Analyzed were the novels which re
mained on the lists of best-selling fiction at least eight months
or more from 1955 through 1959.
Methodology
The methodology employed in this study was as follows:
1





(1) The 22 books which had remained on the lists of best
sellers in The New York Times Book Review for eight months or more
from 1955 through 1959 were identified and read. Titles and
authors of these 22 books were: Dear and Glorious Physician by
1 2
Taylor Caldwell ; Not as a Stranger by Morton Thompson ; The Ugly
American by William J. Lederer and Eugene Burdick ; Love is
Eternal by Irving Stone ; By Love Possessed by James Gould
Cozzens ; The Last Hurrah by Edwin 0!Conner ; Auntie Mame by
1 8
Patrick Dennis ; Rally Round the Flag, Boys I by Max Shulman ;
o 10
Something of Value by Robert Ruark ; Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov ;
1
Taylor Caldwell, Dear and Glorious Physician (Garden City,
New York: Doubleday and Company, 1959).
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Morton Thompson, Not as a Stranger (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1954).
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William J. Lederer and Eugene Burdick, The Ugly American
(New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1958).
4
Irving Stone, Love is Eternal (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday and Company, 1954).
5
James Gould Cozzens, By Love Possessed (New York:
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1957).
6
Edwin 01Conner, The Last Hurrah (Boston: Little Brown and
Company, 1956).
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Patrick Dennis, Auntie Mame (New York: Vangard Press, 1955).
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New York: Doubleday and Company, 1957).
9
Robert Ruark, Something of Value (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday and Company, 1955).
1958).
Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons,
6
No Time for Sergeants by Max Hyman ; Don't Go Near the Water by
2 3
William Brinkley ; Anatomy of a Murder by Robert Traver ; Peyton
Place by Grace Metalious ; The View From Pompey's Head by Hamilton
Basso ; Compulsion by Meyer Levin ; Andersonville by Mackinley
7 o
Kantor ; Bonjour Tristesse by Francois Sagan ; The Man in the Grey
g
Flannel Suit by Sloan Wilson ; Mrs. 'Arris Goes to Paris by Paul
W. Gallico ; Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak ; and Exodus by
Leon Uris12.
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(2) After each of the 22 books had been read, the following
factors were noted and used to construct a check sheet:
a. Themes: the underlying factors or ideas found in the
stories and which were concerned with:
(1) Sex: homosexuality, premarital sex, extramarital
sex, abnormal male and female sexual be
havior, etcetera.
(2) Crime: murder, kidnapping, rape, etcetera.
(3) Politics: foreign politics, domestic politics.
(4) Self-analyses: personality profiles, analyses of
legal systems, analyses of moral codes,
analyses of basic class structures, etcetera.
(5) Religion: religious conflict, search for God,
etcetera.
b. Setting: setting referred to where the story prima
rily took place.
(1) Small town: Southern, Northern Mid-Western,
Western.
(2) Urban area: Southern, Northern, Mid-Western,
Western.
(3) Foreign country: European, Asian, African,
South American.
c. Main character types:
(1) Social status: lower, middle, upper classes.
(a) Occupations






(3) Each novel was measured against each category and the
findings recorded on the check sheet.
CHAPTER II
FINDINGS OF THE ANALYSIS OF TWENTY-TWO
BEST-SELLERS, 1955-1959
This chapter presents the results of the analysis of the
22 books which remained for eight months or more on the New York
Times lists of best-selling fiction. The aspects of the books
analyzed were: (1) the theme or the underlying idea of the story,
(2) the setting; i.e., the geographic area in which the major por
tion of the story took place; (3) the main character types, which
were indicated by educational level, social class, level and type
of residence occupied by the main character or characters.
Dear and Glorious Physician
Theme
Dear and Glorious Physician was the story of an inner
search for faith on the part of the apostle Luke and his struggles
to reconcile himself with God. The novel began with Luke in
childhood and continued through his middle age. Luke, because of
the loss of a childhood sweetheart and the human suffering he
witnessed, decided to become a physician. He attended school in





he became a great physician. He worked with Jewish, Egyptian and
Greek physicians and although he exhibited great skill in easing
the ills of other men, Luke was unable to ease his own pain.
Luke was lost from God because he considered God cruel in that he
allowed mankind to suffer. Luke sought to find God and reconcile
this anger. Not only does he find God but he becomes an instru
ment of God through whom God performs miracles. This is demon
strated in several places throughout the book as, for example,
when the author writes:
'If only I could cry1 thought Lucanus and he realized fully
for the first time what estrangement from God meant to a man
in his supreme hours.... But one did not pray to a God of
affliction, who cared nothing for human travail but rather
ordained it.l
Lucanus bent forward and looked down at the sleeping and
stricken man. He clapped his hands together and mourned:
'Oh' you have brought me from the waste spaces and the dark
ness, and the barrenness, out of Your love and Your eternal
mercy.... You who have haunted my life to bring me to You!...
Always have I loved You, even when I contended with You out
of my lack of understanding.2
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The socio-economic status of the main character, Lucanus,
was that of the upper social and economic group. The placement of
Lucanus in this category was based on his occupation, his place of
residence and his educational level. Specific illustrations of
each of these categories follow in the discussion of the socio-






Age and sex.—This novel traces the life of Luke from
childhood to middle age.
By the time he was ten years old Lucanus understood that his
father was not merely trying to soften and whiten his hands
but was trying to obliterate the scars of earlier servitude.1
But I am approaching forty now, and it could be that my vital
forces are draining, and that the obeyance of age is creeping
over me.^
Occupation.--Occupation is one of the primary determinants
of the social and economic status occupied by an individual. The
main character of this novel was one of the four main characters
who were placed in the occupational category of physicians. "I
am Lucanus son of Diodrus Cyrinus of Rome, and a physician."3
Place of residence.—The main character of this novel oc
cupied during the major portion of the novel a large house in
Alexandria and on other occasions his accommodations were large
houses in various places.
But the house of Lucanus was in a more or less isolated spot,
not far from the university. It was surrounded by steep iron
pikes. Cusa carefully established the rumour that Lucanus
possessed no money, and that the house was Spartan, containing
no silver or gold or anything worth stealing.4
Educational level.—Lucanus was placed in the professional
educational category. He was one of several physicians found in










Alexandria where he was taught by the great medical minds of his
day. "Lucanus suspected that they did not truly believe the man
had a tumor. Now that he had completed his studies and was a
physician, he could make protests which would have not been per
mitted a student."
Setting
This novel was one of the small number of the 22 novels
analyzed which was set in a foreign country. . Specifically, the
greater portion of this novel is set in Alexandria, Egypt. "You
shall not escape us! In three months you will be bereft of excuses,
2
for you will have left Alexandria, a physician."
Not as a Stranger
Theme
Not as a Stranger had as its theme the insatiable desire
of one of its main characters, Lucas Marsh, to become a physician.
Lucas Marsh had wanted to be a doctor since early childhood. As a
child he raced after the carriages of the town doctors and later
spent all of his spare time reading medical books.
The quotations selected to illustrate the categories of
theme, main character types and setting were selected on the basis
of applicability and availability. Applicability refers to whether







the quotation fitted the category for which it was chosen. Avail
ability had reference to whether the specific information was
given. In many instances definite information was not given in a
specific category; therefore, other information which would
normally fall into a different category had to be used. For ex
ample, no definite age was stated for Kristina, one of the main
characters in this novel; consequently, her status in her pro
fession was used as a determinant for her possible age.
This novel is one of the several of the 22 analyzed which
was placed in the category of personality profile. The theme of
the novel is expressed in the following quotations.
I've known Lucas since he was a little boy. I've never known
the time when he didn't want to be a doctor. Some men are
born to be doctors. I shouldn't be at all surprised but Lucas
is one of those men.*
"...This is Medicine! This is my medicine! This is what I
believe in! This is my God! This is what I dreamed of when
I was a kid, my first dream the only dream I know..."2
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
Lucas Marsh and Kristina Marsh were placed in the middle
class social and economic category. The placement of these two
main characters in this category was based on: (1) occupations,
(2) place of residence, (3) educational level.
Age and sex.—The novel encompassed the life of Lucas
from infancy to young adulthood but the largest portion of the






following quotations illustrate the ages of the two main characters
in the novel.
When he was three years old Lucas screamed sharply one after
noon and held his hand to his ear. His agony was beyond moral
suasion and Ouida took him reluctantly to Dr. Dwyer.
"You're rather younger than I expected,"..."You seem to have
made quite a reputation for yourself, Doctor."2
Kristina was a nurse at the hospital at which Lucas was an
intern. She later married Lucas and helped him through medical
training. No definite age is stated for her in the development of
this novel; however, her position at the hospital and her subse
quent marriage to Luke indicate the possibility that she and Luke
were approximately the same age. Luke went into medical school
directly from college which would in all likelihood place him at
graduation in the age group between 33 and 37 years of age. "What
does she do?" "She's operating-room nurse..." "Kristina, will
4
you marry me?" She looked at him pale. "I don't know."
Occupation.—The occupations represented by the two main
characters of this novel were both in the general professional
category. Specifically, the occupations of these characters were
physician and nurse. The quotations which follow state the oc
















was to become a physician. "Ahead was Greenville. Lucas Marsh
had become a doctor." Kristina was one of several nurses found
in the 22 novels which were analyzed in this study.
...she remembered her days at the hospital and it was com
forting to remember suddenly her own bailwick, and the
doctors nodding to her, for she was head operating room
nurse.^
Place of residence.--The place of residence occupied by an
individual is one of the major factors in determining his social
and economic class status. Lucas and Kristina lived near the
office in which Lucas worked. They occupied a large apartment.
q
"'There's five rooms,' Kristina said surprised."
Educational level.—The educational level occupied by the
two main characters of this novel was that of professional educa
tion. Lucas Marsh attended medical school and graduated to be
come a doctor. "'My God, boy, I'd never got through med school if
Kris hadn't worked."'4 Kristina was a Swedish girl who had worked
hard to become a nurse. After her training she continued to strive
to improve herself and eventually became a head operating-room
nurse. "'If she wants to we can use an operating-room nurse at










This novel had as its major geographical setting a small
mill town in which Luke and his wife settled when he began work
as a practicing physician. Much thought had gone into the deci
sion to practice in this town. Luke was looking for a place to
practice medicine among people who needed it, not in a wealthy
hospital for people who were really not sick as many of his class
mates chose to do. "We're a crossroads town and Greenville's the
county seat."
The Ugly American
In the illuminating and pertinent novel, The Ugly American,
the authors vividly examined the many ills of United States for
eign policy in Southeast Asia. The novel revolved around three
main characters, a politician, an engineer, and a priest, each of
whom played a vital part in helping the people of the country in
which the major portion of the novel took place to help themselves
and develop a respect for some of the diplomatic representatives
of the United States. The theme of foreign politics stressed the
need for competent diplomats to represent the United States in
foreign countries; in this instance, a fictitious country in
Southeast Asia where Communists are gaining an important foothold.
"You've done nothing but lose since the end of the war. And
for a simple little reason: you don't know the power of an




Lederer and Burdick, op_. cit.
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cattle. You people are like the fable of the rich man who
was- an idiot."*
...I think we're agreed that there are only two types of men
which one can bargain with profit The Americans, for rea
sons which are not clear to me, have chosen to send us stupid
men as ambassadors.2
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The three main characters of this novel were placed in the
middle class social and economic status group. The placement of
these characters in this category was based on: (1) the occupa
tion; (2) place of residence; (3) educational background of each
of the three characters. The following quotations under each of
the specific categories of occupation, place of residence and ed
ucational level illustrate the positions of each character.
Age and sex.—Two of the main characters were placed in
the category of middle-aged; the third character was placed in the
young adult category.
One of the major characters of this novel was Father John
Fanian, a Jesuit Priest, who was 42 years old, as indicated by his
date of birth and the date of the beginning of his tour of duty in
Burma. He was one of the two characters in this novel who was in
the middle-aged category. "Born 1910 in Worcester, Mass. Parents,









Since Homer Atkins1 age was not given specifically, it
was estimated from the fact that he had served in World War II,
so was somewhere between 25 and 35 years of age. He was the one
character in this novel whose age was placed in the established
category of young adult. "He often used the technique during
World War II when he was dealing with high government officials,
or with corporation executives..."
The third major character of this novel was Gilbert
MacWhite who was an ambassador to Sarkan and in the category of
middle age. "The Honorable Gilbert MacWhite, Ambassador to
Sarkan, was a fit man. At the age of forty-four he weighed ex-
actly the same as he had when he graduated..."
Occupation.—Each of the three major characters in this
novel represented a different occupational category. Father John
Fanian was a Catholic Jesuit priest who went into the hills of
this backward Asian country to learn the ways of the people so
that he could understand them and therefore help them to help
themselves. He established a small band of men recruited from
the masses and with these he began to fight against Communism
through a newspaper, through lectures, and through a personal
understanding of the problems which the people faced. "In 1952
Father Fanian was ordered to Burma with the position of Overseer







Homer Atkins was sent to Asia as an engineer to help in
the construction of projects sponsored by the United States for
the people of Sarkham. He was a man of action who, when he found
the people were in need of practical help instead of the colossal
and spectacular building projects which would add nothing to their
efforts to survive, refused to help the government. He encouraged
the people to help themselves with simple projects like pumping
water to help irrigate their small farms. Instead of doing all
the work himself he demonstrated to the people that they could
contribute to their country's needs themselves.
What Homer wanted to say was "Listen you damn fools it's a
simple problem. Let us engineers solve it and come back
with what we've done, throw me out of the country. But
don't bring up these goddam silly questions about politics
and native psychology."^
Gilbert MacWhite was a professionally trained diplomat who
realized the needs of the people of Sarkham and was anxious to
help the people to understand their culture.
MacWhite was, from his first day in the State Department a
professional foreign service officer. He needed no breaking
in. He was competent, exact, and highly efficient. ...In
1954, the Honorable Gilbert White was made Ambassador to
Sarkham.^
Place of residence.—The places of residence occupied by








separate categories. The types of residence represented were a
large house, a small house, and a native hut.
Father Fanian really wanted to get to know the people and
therefore he felt it necessary to live under the same conditions
that they lived. '"I should like to get out into the country
soon,1 the priest said quietly. 'I would appreciate whatever help
you can give me. A Jeep, a tent, a sleeping hammock, some food'11
Homer Atkins and his wife lived among the natives in a
small village in Sarkham, sharing experiences. Atkins, who was
an engineer, showed the men of the village how they could irrigate
their crops using a bicycle as a pump. His wife helped the women
make housework easier by utilizing the things in their own environ
ment.
Two weeks later the Atkins were living in a small cottage in
the suburb of Haidho...Their house had pressed earth floors,
one spigot of cold water, a charcoal fire, two very comfort
able hammocks, a horde of small insects...^
Ambassador MacWhite lived in the Embassy residence in
Sarkham, with all the servants and other conveniences accorded one
of his status. The ambassador took great interest in the people
of the country and was continually trying to find ways to improve
relations between the United States and Sarkham and also to stem
the tide of communist infiltration. "As he looked out of the






was aware of the fact that Donald and Roger were in the room be
hind him."1
Educational level. ■—Two of the established categories
under the broad division of educational level were represented by
the three main characters of this novel. The categories repre
sented were: (1) college education, and (2) professional educa
tion.
Father Fanian's educational level was included under the
category of professional education based on the quotation which
follows definitely stating his educational achievements.
Graduated A.B., Boston University, 1934, M.A. Catholic
College, Rome 1941. Professor of Apologetics St. Mary's
1943-44 ... D. Phil. Oxford University 1947-50.2
The educational level of Homer Atkins was not definitely
stated in the novel; however, his position as an engineer makes
it highly probable that he had received professional training
placing him in the professional educational category. "'I am
aware of Mr. Atkins' great talents and his personal reputation in
the States, but this is improper - an engineer giving gratuitous
advice on farming!1"
The third main character, Gilbert MacWhite, was placed in
the college education category on the basis of the following








as he did when he graduated from Princeton in 1934."
Setting
This novel had for its setting Southeast Asia where
American prestige was slipping badly. Many efforts were being
made to correct this situation so out of it came the setting for
The Ugly American.
In 1954, at a dinner party in Rangoon in honor of Ambassador
MacWhite, someone said to U Maung Swe, "British prestige
certainly is low in Southeast Asia. What about America?"
U Maung said, "Poor America. It took the British a hundred
years to lose their prestige in Asia. America has managed
to lose hers in ten years..."3
Love is Eternal
Theme
Love is Eternal was a biographical novel which had as
its theme the love and devotion of a wife for her husband and his
devotion to her. In this biographical narrative the author has
skillfully revealed some of the intimate and poignant moments in
the lives of Abraham Lincoln and his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln.
He describes the many trials and tribulations experienced by
these two people as the deep and possessive love of a devoted,
though emotionally unstable wife created numerous problems for
Ibid., p. 93.







her husband. The novel covers the period of the Civil War and the
role of Lincoln as President of the United States.
She must always remember that: love ebbed and flowed, now
rich and shining, now shabby and disconsolate. One must
survive the bad in order to realize the good. Therein lay
the miracle of love, that it could eternally recreate itself.
She must always be dedicated, no matter what the years held,
what hardships or disappointments, the sorrows or tragedies;
she must come through them all, through the most violent and
frightening storms; for at the other end, no matter how long
it might take or how dark the passage, one could emerge into
clear warm sunlight.^
She had known then what she knew now, nor had it taken a
hundred cannon or a hundred ringing bells to tell her. No
one else had known Abraham because no one else loved him.
Love had told her everything, with the end implicit in the
beginning. She had fallen in love with the last man that any
other woman wanted, for she had known him to be the first and
finest of them ^
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
Abraham Lincoln had been born into the lower economic and
social class status category. He had come from a very poor family
who could not afford to give him any formal educational training
so Lincoln proceeded to educate himself through extensive reading
and natural inquisitiveness. Through his efforts he became a
lawyer and raised his status to that of the upper class social and
economic status group.
Mary Todd Lincoln had come from a wealthy southern planta
tion family and had been reared in an atmosphere of "culture."






social graces and from there she took some classes at Transylvania
University.
Age and sex.—The ages of the two main characters ranged
from young adulthood to late middle age during the period of this
novel. Even at an early age Abraham Lincoln was determined to be
an outstanding man. He decided to become a lawyer and later a
politician, he managed to launch himself in a political career
and found himself debating with the great men of his time. This
novel relates to the more prolific portions of his life. "Abraham
was only forty-three, yet universally known as 'Old1 Abe."
Mary Todd Lincoln was vitally involved in the novel from
young adulthood to later life.
For that matter she considered herself a young woman at
thirty-three. Her faith in Abraham was indestructible: she
loved him on that faith, married him on that faith, endured
the years of patient waiting on that faith.2
I have a forty-fifth birthday coming next week-oh yes, I'm
getting old, Emilel I think I'll have a quiet party, just
for close friends; I do want to see the White House when it
is happy with guests.^
Occupation.—Lincoln was one of three politicians found
among the characters treated in the 22 novels of this study.
Mary Todd Lincoln was one of the few characters whose occupation
could be classed as housewife. For many years Abraham was a












an active politician. This was a hard and bitter road strewn
with many disappointments; however, the struggle made him more
determined to become the kind of politician he felt he was capable
of being. His career culminated with his becoming the President
of the United States.
He was growing increasingly active in the legislature, guid
ing his party in the fight to prevent the Democrats from
packing the Illinois Supreme Court with five new Democratic
justices.
At midnight Abraham came into Watson's. He reached out a
hand for hers, while he shook his head indicating that they
still were awaiting the final word. A few minutes later a
messenger from the telegraph office came running. Outside
a tremendous shout went up. Mary knew even before Abraham,
pale and solemn, passed her the telegram that he had won.2
"I, Abraham Lincoln, do solemnly swear that I will faithfully
execute the office of the President of the United States,
and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and
defend the Constitution of the United States."3
Mary Todd Lincoln was the daughter of a wealthy Kentucky
plantation owner. Her driving ambition was to become the wife of
a successful man. She had many suitors of consequence, wealthy
men and outstanding politicians; however, she saw in Abraham
Lincoln her future husband. The ambition to become the wife of a
successful man was fulfilled in her marriage to Lincoln and her
subsequent positions as the wife of a successful lawyer, politi








you, Abraham, you have just made me mistress of the White House."
Place of residence.—In their early lives the two main
characters lived each as fitting to the social status he held at
that time. Abraham's was extremely poor and Mary's the large
house of a plantation owner's family. After their marriage they
lived comfortably in small houses and upon the election of Abraham
as president the family moved to the White House where the major
portion of this novel took place.
They rode up the north driveway to the main entrance of the
White House. Ex-President Buchanan shook hands in farewell.
"If you are as happy to be entering the White House as I am
to be leaving it, you are the happiest people in the world."2
Educational level.—Having come from an extremely poor
backwoods area and an equally poor cultural background, Abraham
had no opportunity to pursue a formal education; however, having
a very alert and intelligent mind he sought to, and did, educate
himself, to the point that he was able to qualify to practice law
and went on to become President of the United States.
"He had a lot of bad luck. Guess he couldn't have made a
living at all without that little post office job and the
fact that he studied the mathematics of surveying and became
assistant surveyor.... I never saw a man learn so fast.
After he read all the law books in my office, and all the
others, he could find in Springfield, he got his license to
practice. Just then my partner decided to move, so I asked








Mary Todd Lincoln had always been interested in learning
new facts. She was intelligent with an inquiring mind and after
high school she defied tradition and attended classes at a uni
versity.
When she graduated at eighteen and a half, Robert Todd was
delighted with her winning both the scholastic and activities
prizes that he gave her carte blance for a new wardrobe of
gowns, slippers...In the fall of that year she had gone to
Dr. Ward and asked if she might use one of his rooms over
looking Transylvania while she tried to follow the university
courses.^
Setting
This novel was set in many locations: Kentucky, where
Mary Todd Lincoln grew up; Springfield, Illinois, where Abraham
Lincoln launched his political career and Washington, the District
of Columbia where the major portion of this novel was set.
She had forgotten, during the intervening thirteen years,
how predominantly southern Washington was; she was reminded
on her first day in the capital that if the District of
Columbia had had the franchise, Abraham would have received
hardly a handful of votes; that it was not merely the
Virginia and Maryland families who felt this way, but almost




By Love Possessed3 had as its theme the inner probings of








intricately developed around Arthur Winner and the events before
and during a trial in which Winner was defending a boy who had
been charged with rape. The following statement was made by Arthur
Winner's law partner (with whose wife Arthur was having an affair)
referring to his trust in Arthur. This statement was one of many
events which lead to Winner's self analysis. "If you knew of
something that you believed I didn't know, and that you thought it
better I should not know, I'm persuaded you'd do as much for me -
try every way to keep it from me."
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The principal character, Arthur Winner, was a distinguished
lawyer and a leader in his community. He was placed in the middle
class social and economic status groups because of his occupation,
place of residence and his educational level.
Age and sex.—Arthur Winner was one of the several char
acters of the 22 novels analyzed whose age fell into the estab
lished middle-age category. He was 54 years old and just beginning
to analyze himself and those around him. "As though shocked his
mother said: 'Arthur!' 'You're absurd to think of yourself as
2
oldl Fifty-four's no age I"1
Occupation.--The principal character of this novel was one
of four lawyers found in this study of 22 novels. His father had






After graduation from law school he entered his father's law firm.
As he grew older he became an outstanding lawyer and a respected
member of his community.
Arthur Winner, Junior, brought fresh from Law school into the
office of his father and Noah Tuttle would need years of be
ing himself a practicing lawyer to appreciate his father as a
lawyer.
Place of residence.--Arthur Winner and his family lived
in a large house in a settlement called Roylan. The house was a
spacious one surrounded by a large lawn.
Arthur Winner was home. He drove in his own gate; the soft
scrunch of the raked gravel sounded under him. The house's
lighted lower hall showed through the front door....he saw
upstairs the bright windows of Clarissa's room. Between the
sycamores' big trunks, his headlights passed across the gently
rolling, smoothly mowed long stretches of grass.2
Educational level.—The main character of this novel was
one of the several in the 22 novels analyzed whose educational
level was in the professional education category. Arthur was
brought up and received his early education in the rural county
seat of Brocton, after which he went to college and ultimately to
law school. "The two of them were facing each other near the
closed door of the room Arthur Winner had occupied his last year
at law school."
Setting








county seat. The community is centered around the county court
house where business is carried on in a leisurely fashion. It was
in this apparently placid setting that strong undercurrents tugged
at the pseudo-tranquility of this community and the very existence
of this main character.
You could ask yourself, for example, how many small town
lawyers, born and brought up in a fairly-to-be called rural
county seat like Brocton would fifty or more years ago, have
had the interest-let alone, the taste, the eye-to pick over
unaffected by then current ideas of what was fine and beauti
ful , of what was rare of valuable...
The Last Hurrah
Theme
The theme of The Last Hurrah was the end of the political
era of absolute rule by political bosses. Frank Skeffington had
been a leading political figure in his state for many years. He
was a self-made man who through his struggles had climbed the
political ladder. He had held the office of governor of his state
and now he was the mayor of a large city. This is the story of
his last campaign and the relationship between him and his nephew.
This last campaign of Skeffington's was unsuccessful and marks the
end of an era in the politics of the state as was stated by one of
the characters of the novel. "Your uncle was operating in a
diminishing market It was a new era, sport, and your uncle








Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The social status occupied by both of the main characters
of this novel was the middle class social and economic status
category. The placement of these characters in this category was
based on: (1) the occupations, (2) places of residence, (3) ed
ucational levels of the two characters.
Age and sex.—The two principal characters of this novel
were both male. Adam Caulfield was placed in the young adult
category based on the following quotation. "'Oh, my dear boy!
Let me see: You are how old? Thirty-five?1 'Thirty-three.'"
Frank Skeffington, the other principal character, was one of the
few characters of the 22 novels analyzed whose age placed them in
the elderly age category.
On his seventy-second birthday Frank Skeffington had lunch
with his nephew, and over his meal told him of his plan to
run again....and revealed the reason which, more than any
other, had determined his decision to stay in public life.2
Occupation.--The principal characters of this novel rep
resented the following occupations: (1) politician, (2) cartoonist.
There were three characters of the 22 novels studied who were
politicians and only one who was a cartoonist.
Frank Skeffington was a politician of long standing. He
had served as governor of the state as well as mayor of the city.
He had had a long and sometimes flamboyant political career as he






when Frank Skeffington decided-or rather announced his decision,
which actually had been arrived at some months before to run for
re-election as mayor of the city.
Adam Caulfield was invited to accompany his uncle on his
political campaign and as a result learned a great deal about
this remarkable man. Adam was a cartoonist who worked for a large
local paper as the originator of a highly successful comic strip.
Accordingly he switched on the light, sat down at his desk,
and began, with a few tentative pencil strokes, to sketch in
the rough outline of his comic strip, Little Simp. Adam had
been drawing Little Simp for more than three years.^
Place of residence.—The places of residence occupied by
the main characters of this novel were evidence of their middle
class status. A large house was occupied by one and the other
occupied a small suburban house.
Frank Skeffington lived in a large mansion with his son.
"The two men father and son, lived in the big house on the Avenue,
but now Skeffington saw his son at fleeting intervals...."
Adam Caulfield, Frank Skeffington*s nephew lived with his
wife in a small house. "In the home of his nephew, Adam Caulfield,
4
Skeffington was the principal subject of discussion."
Educational level.--The two main characters of this novel









represented two of the sub-categories of educational level. Adam
graduated from college and Frank was one of the few characters of
the 22 novels studied who were placed in the educational category
of limited education.
Adam Caulfield was a college graduate who after college
and the death of his parents returned home and became a newspaper
cartoonist. "After those boyhood days, Adam had been home very
little: there had been boarding school, then college..."
Frank Skeffington was a self-made man. Living in the
slums and trying to help his family he had gotten very little
formal education, but he gained a tremendous amount of knowledge
through experience and reading. "I had no education to speak of,
a good many roads were closed to our people, and politics seemed
to be the easiest way out."
Setting
The setting of this novel could have been any large city.
There is no definite location stated in the novel. It is evident
that it is a large city and possibly on the New England coast.
This fact is evidenced by the presence of longshoremen and steve
dores and also references to places in Massachusetts, New Jersey
and Connecticut as down there.
Only last week I wrote letters to the sociologists down at






man over here to watch Frank Skeffington in action before
it's too lateI1
It was a speech he had given many times before on the water
front... (as a group he did not hold the stevedores in high
regard...)2
Auntie Mame
Auntie Mame by Patrick Dennis was the charming and de
lightfully hilarious story of a mad cap socialite and her nephew.
The adventures of Auntie Mame ranged from experiments with pro
gressive education for Patrick to a charming but brief marriage
to a Southern gentleman and many other excursions through the
world of high society. The theme of this novel fell outside the
established categories of theme for this study of 22 best sellers.
It was one of seven novels whose themes did so.
You and your Uncle Beauregard and I are going to drive down
to Georgia to spend the summer on our big old plantation and
see my sweet little old mother-in-law.^
Around New Year Auntie Mame got bored...and took off for the
sunshine of Mexico.^
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters













upper class socio-economic status group. The places of residence
of the two, the finest hotels and large apartments, the wealth of
Auntie Mame and Patrick, whose father had left him a sizeable
trust fund, and the educational level of both characters were in
dicative of their social and economic positions.
Age and sex.—The ages of the two principal characters of
this novel varied throughout the novel which covered a number of
years. Patrick's age spanned the categories of childhood to young
adulthood.
Looking back on Auntie Mame as the razzle-dazzle butterfly
she was back in 1929, I can see she must have been just as
terrified at the prospect of rearing a totally strange ten
year old boy as I was when I first stumbled large-eyed and
frightened into the oriental splendor of her Beeckman Place
apartment.
So I was eighteen, I had my own money, my liberty, and my
youth. ^
I was only twenty, but with a girl like Bubbles you age fast.3
Auntie Mame, the main female character in this novel fell
into the middle age category.
I suspected she was between thirty-five and forty, and she
seemed a lot younger.^













Occupation.—Neither of the two main characters in this
novel were employed. Patrick was a young man during the develop
ment of the novel and was a student in school.
It was my last term at St. Boniface Academy in Apathy,
Massachusetts, and I was counting the days until commencement
would set me free from that somber institution.■*■
The following fall I began college.^
Mame, a wealthy woman, had no financial need to work
during the portion of the novel so she spent her time traveling.
I just landed this morning and I'm only here for a day or so.
..."How was India?" ...I can't wait to tell you about my
important work there.^
Place of residence.--The two main characters of this novel
as has been stated before, traveled and moved from one place of
residence to another. Primarily the place of residence to which
they always returned was a large house in New York; however, many
other places were temporary homes.
...Uncle Beau bought Auntie Mame...a big old mansion on
Washington Square.^
"The - the Old Collidge House right here in Apathy?" Auntie
Mame...selected the only hotel which was the shrine of the








I might quite fittingly remark that this sordid little dormi
tory room hardly looks like the City of Brotherly Love...
Educational level.—The two main characters of this novel
were both placed in the college educational level category.
Auntie Mame, as a young woman, had attended and graduated from a
fashionable college in the East. Patrick, during the development
of the novel, attended private boarding schools for his high
school education and eventually attended and completed college.
I happen to be a college woman myself...Smith College,
Northhampton, Massachusetts, Summa Cum Laude, Class of 1917.2
By the end of my senior year in college I'd grown up a little.
Setting
There was no one setting in this novel; because of the
traveling of the main characters there were various settings.
However, the settings were primarily in urban areas in the Eastern
part of the United States.
We drove down to Georgia in Uncle Beau's big Dusenberg
phaeton.4
Auntie Mame could move fast when she wanted to and in a matter
of ten days she'd rented a large house on Long Island...It was
called Peabody's Tavern, and it was authentic pre-Revolutionary












During a New York heat wave I got a letter from Auntie Mame
...It was postmarked Maddox Island, Maine...1
Rally Round the Flag, Boys!
Theme
The theme of Rally Round the Flag, Boys I was an amusing
account of everyday life in a Connecticut suburb. It was specif
ically the story of an unhappy husband, Harry Bannerman; the in
vasion of the Army in the form of a missile base; and the romance
between Guido Di Maggio and Maggie Larkin, a young school teacher,
enthused over the idea of putting into practice some of the psy
chology she had learned.
Grace's horse George having drunk six ounces of I. W. Harper,
cantered slowly off the train, spotted his 1954 Plymouth
station wagon alongside the platform, whinned softly, and
headed toward it with a hobbled gait...How bedraggled he
looked! How glassy! How brackish! How unloved!3
Me, for instance, Colonel, sir, I was born and raised in
Putnam's Landing and I know everybody in town...there is not
a soul in Putnam's Landing that does not have only the highest
esteem for me...I'd call a town meeting and explain to the
people that Nike is perfectly safe.4
"As I told Mr. Vandenberg this morning, from now on I am go













Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
All of the major characters of this light-hearted novel by
Shulman were placed in the middle class social and economic status
category. The placement of the characters into this category was
determined by the factors of occupation, place of residence and
educational level stated for each character in the development of
the novel.
Age and sex.—Harry Bannerman, one of the principal char
acters of this novel, was a typical suburbanite. He was surround
ed by the P.T.A., bridge clubs, cocktail parties and other typical
suburban phenomenon.
Harry was a typical commuter of Putnam's Landing, Connecticut,
which is to say that he was between 35 and 40 in age, married,
the father of three children, the owner of a house, a first
mortgage, a second mortgage, a grey flannel suit, a bald spot
and a vague feeling of discontent.1
Guido Di Maggio, another of the main male characters, was
an Army Nike missile specialist. He returned to see his sweetheart
and to convince his friends and neighbors of the safety and mone
tary advantages to the community of having a Nike base in their
town. Guido1s age was not specifically stated in the development
of the novel, but was intimated by the fact that he went to
college directly from high school and graduated in the usual four
years. Therefore, in all probability, Guido fell into the age
category of young adults with his age falling between 22 and 25
years. "College and Guido were friends from the outset. His
Ibid., p. 23.
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respectable B-minus average stuck with him. He learned a smatter
ing of literature, a smidgen of language, a dash of history."
Maggie Larkin, the female main character, was a young
school teacher who was a "little overboard" on the subject of
child psychology. The age of this character was not definitely
stated in the novel, but inferred by her attendance of college
with Guido and Subsequent engagement to him plus statements made
by other characters regarding her youth. Her age would probably
fall into the category of young adults between 21 and 23 years.
They went steady for the remainder of their Senior year,
and Guido was the happiest of men. There were, of course,
occasional dead spots usually on the days when Maggie
received the latest psychopediatric bulletin...^
Occupation.—The occupations of the three principal char
acters in this novel were placed in the professional area. Guido
was a missile expert with the Army, Harry was a professional
writer for a large magazine and Maggie was an elementary school
teacher. The occupations of these characters were stated specif
ically in the development of the novel and are shown by the follow
ing specific quotations.
Harry Bannerman was employed as a writer for a well known
magazine. "Harry had just been mustered out of the Navy and had
returned to New York where he found a job on the 'Talk of the
3








Guido Di Maggio was a second lieutenant in the United
States Army and a specialist in missiles. "...the Army assigned
him to guided missile school. He reported to Fort Bliss.... Here
he had thirteen weeks of OBC (for Officers Basic Course) in SAM
(for Surface to Air Missile)."
Maggie Larkin was the dominent female character and she
was employed as an elementary school teacher. "Maggie wrote that
she had chosen her teaching job for the fall...It was the second
2
grade in the Nathan Hale Elementary School in Putnam's Landing.'"
Place of residence.--The principal characters of this
novel lived in varying types of residences. Two of the residences
were representative of the middle class, a moderately sized house,
and the other a small apartment. The other place of residence
represented was an army barracks which in itself does not indicate
the status of the resident but in the case of Guido other factors
indicated his middle class social and economic standing, his ed
ucational level and his position in the Army.
Harry Bannerman lived in a suburban house with his wife
and children. "'Well!1 said Harry, and while he was scratching
his head, he became the owner of a house on a hill in Putnam's
Landing, Connecticut."








"On his last in Red Canyon, while Guido was sacked out in his bunk
thinking jolly thoughts about all the pleasing prospects ahead..."
Maggie Larkin lived alone in a small apartment. "He ran
into the building, rang Maggie's door bell, pounded on her door,
threw it open, and burst into a tiny two-room flat."
Educational level.—The educational level of the three
main characters was that of college education. That two of the
principal characters definitely graduated from college was stated
in the course of the novel. The other character, Harry Bannerman,
probably attended college for at least two years if he did not
graduate. This conclusion was based on his occupation, his place
of residency, and social status, although no definite educational
statement regarding Harry was included in the novel. The position
of Guido and Maggie in the college education level of the category
was based on the following passages from the novel:
"Guido had been graduated from college with a major in
marketing and a minor in Spanish...."












This novel was one of several with a setting in suburban





Something of Value had as its theme the racial strife
between the natives and the white settlers which occurred in Kenya,
Africa. This strife was brought to the forefront with the emerg
ing nationalism of the Negro and the growth of the native organiza
tion of the Mau Mau. The theme can best be expressed in the fol
lowing quotations from the novel:
We educated them and made them want things and took away
their old securities and then didn't give them any other to
replace what we'd taken. We gave them wants and didn't give
them any way to gratify the wants.^
The spoor was clear all the way, the pitiful path that had
turned a paradise into an abattoir. Kimani, Peter thought,
was the black half of it as he himself was the white half of
it, and the whole thing senseless.4
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
Peter McKenzie and Kimani were placed in the middle and
lower social and economic status groups. Peter was placed in the
middle class category because of his occupation as a White hunter,








education. Kimani was placed in the lower class because of his
occupation as a houseboy, his place of residence and his limited
education.
Age and sex.--This novel covered the period of Peter
McKenzie's and Kimani's lives from childhood to adulthood. They
were the same age. Kimani and Peter were reared together until
they were about 15 years of age, therefore it seems probable that
Kimani was exposed to limited educational opportunities. "You've
been to school and you are a Christian, and you should know better.
It was just damned bad luck all around."
Setting
This novel had its geographic setting in Kenya, Africa.
There was much evidence of unrest among the natives because of dis
satisfaction in the relationship between themselves and the white
settlers. They were tired of being ruled and exploited in their
own country by a white minority.
This was really Henry McKenzie's first full realization of
Africa and the difference between himself and its people. He
thereupon made some effort to study the business of witchcraft
and its workings.^
"In your life, son" Jeff said seriously, "You aren't going to
see the white man and the African on even footing out here.










Lolita was a novel which dealt with the love affair be
tween a middle-aged man and a 12-year old girl. Generally, it was
placed in the theme category of sex. Humbert was a man who had
traveled a great deal, living in London and Paris before coming to
the United States. Throughout his manhood he was romantically at
tracted to very young girls instead of women his own age. Lolita
was the sexually precocious child with whom Humbert was involved
in the course of the novel.
We loved each other with a premature love, marked by a fierce
ness that so often destroys adults. I was a strong lad and
survived; but the poison in the wound and the wound remained
ever open, and soon I found myself maturing a civilization
which allows a man of twenty-five to court a girl of sixteen
but not a girl of twelve.^
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The main characters in this novel were placed in the
middle-class group primarily because of the occupation of Humbert
and his educational level. Lolita was his step-daughter and
therefore occupied the same status level.
Age and sex.—Lolita was one of the few children treated
as a main character in the 22 novels. She was a 12-year old girl
who lived with her widowed mother in the home to which Humbert
later came to live. "Now at twelve, she was a regular pest, said






and prancing baton twirler or a jitterbug."
Humbert was included in the story during his age span of
about 25 to later life. "All this I rationalize now. In my
twenties and early thirties, I did not understand my throes quite
2
so clearly."
Occupation.—Lolita was a student during the major portion
of the novel; Humbert was a teacher. "I found a job teaching
English to a group of adults in Auteuil. Then /±n £/ school for
3
boys for a couple of winters."
Place of residence.—After the death of LolitaTs mother,
Humbert and Lolita did not establish a permanent residence but
kept on the move constantly stopping in motels or some other
temporary type of accommodations.
It was then that began our extensive travels all over the
States to any type of tourist accommodations. I soon grew
to prefer the functional motel-clean, neat safe nooks, ideal
places for sleep, argument, reconciliation, insatiable
illicit love.4
Educational level.—The educational levels represented by
the two main characters of this novel were: (1) high school, and
(2) college. Humbert was educated in London and Paris where he,
after numerous changes, settled on English literature as a major.










meticulous and intense, although not particularly fruitful. At
first, I planned to take a degree in psychiatry...1 switched to
English literature."
Lolita was placed in a school by her step-father, where
she received at least two years of high school education. "Lo
at the time still had for the cinema a veritable passion (it was
to decline into tepid condescension during her second year in
high school)."
Setting
The geographic setting of this novel varied because of the
large amount of traveling done by the two major characters.
Roughly, during that mad year (August 1947 to August 1948),
our route began with a series of wiggles and whorls in New
England, then meandered south, up and down, east and west;
...and finally returned to the fold of the East, petering
out in the college town of Beardsley.3
No Time For Sergeants
Theme
No Time For Sergeants was concerned with the many events
which occurred for the duration of a hill-billy's induction and
tour of duty in the armed forces. These events grew out of the









"...You folks out here think just because you live ten thou
sand miles from town, you don't have to do things like every
body else, but I'm here to tell you different."1
...when you come right down to it, I didn't care so much about
the draft in the first place.^
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The main characters of this novel were placed in the lower
social and economic status category. The placement of these char
acters in this category was based primarily on: (1) the lack of
formal education, (2) occupation, and (3) place of residence. In
this particular instance because of the fact that they were
soldiers and their place of residence was of necessity an army
barracks the educational level weighed heavily in determining
status.
Age and sex.—The ages of the two main characters were not
stated specifically in the development of the novel; however, be
cause both were drafted into the armed services, it was assumed
that they were between the ages of nineteen and twenty-five.
He told the police that I was that Stockdale boy and that I
was the draft dodger that was supposed to report and didn't
do it.3
...this scrawny little fellow with the big glasses on 4








Ibid., pp. 45, 50.
48
Occupation.--The main characters of this novel were
soldiers, two of the six found in the 22 novels analyzed. Ben and
Will were doing a tour of duty in the armed services and after some
time were classified into specific units. They were both eventually
placed in the gunnery outfit. "Anyhow, we went to gunnery, and me
and Ben both got to be privates-first-class which means you wear a
stripe on your arm, only we didn't get to wear it long..."
Place of residence.—The type of residence in which Ben and
Will lived was the regular provision made for soldiers, barracks.
"So when we fell out in front of the barracks, and got in line to
go eat supper, I spoke to everyone real nice and tried to talk to
them like nothing happened."
Educational level.—The two educational levels represented
by Will and Ben were limited education and high school education.
Apparently Will had a very limited education as evidenced by the
quality of his reading and speech. "I done pretty good with it I
think. I throwed in a lot of Thees and thous and Verilys and
things like that, and when I come to big names, I just called them
3
Sam, or Joe or whatever come into my head..."
Ben apparently had the equivalent of a high school educa
tion at least. "He might act like he has all the rank there is,








right. I've read the manuals four or five times."
Setting
The setting of this book was wherever the army went so
there was no one geographic setting.
And he really was the most interested in latrines of any man
you ever seen in your life...I said "Colonel, I hope you like
how we fixed up the latrines for you..."^
...I yelled out, "Ten-shun!" just as loud as I could...and
then I jerked up real straight and snatched my foot with the
wire to it and those seats popped up in the air just as nice
as they could!...those seats were standing just as straight
as you could want, all of them right at attention.^
Don't Go Near the Water
Theme
Don't Go Near the Water4 by William Brinkley related the
adventures of a group of Navy public relations men stationed in
the Pacific during World War II. The hilarious adventures of the
naval "oddballs" ranged from creating the perfect naval image for
the civilian back home for enlistment purposes to first class
tours of the island for visiting congressmen.
The correspondents who themselves with their expendable
curiosity take up the valuable time of the Navy men who are
in the Navy. The last one of those Public Relations odd
balls ought to be out on a ship...The correspondents determine
what the public thinks of us.5










Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
Melora Alba and Max Siegel, the two major characters of
this novel, were both classified in the middle class social and
economic status category. Melora was a member of an outstanding
family on the island, had attended college abroad in Spain, and
was employed as the local teacher on the island. Max had a
college education having graduated from Harvard; he was employed
as a public relations expert in the Navy.
Age and sex.—The two main characters of this novel were
both placed in the young adult age category. "Griffin, at thirty-
five ranked Siegel by ten years." "The girl appeared about
2
twenty years old..."
Occupation. --Max, the male principal character was one of
the six characters found in the 22 novels analyzed who could be
classed in the broad occupational category of soldier. He was a
Navy officer engaged in public relations work. Melora was one of
the four school teachers among the characters in the 22 novels
analyzed.
Ensign Max Siegel was virtually the only officer at Public
Relations Headquarters with sea duty in his past.3
Ensign Siegel and the school teacher Melora Alba were having










Place of residence.—The places of residence occupied by
the two principal characters of this novel varied greatly. Max,
because of his position in the Navy, lived in naval quarters.
Melora lived with her father in a lovely home overlooking the
ocean.
Ensign Max Siegel and Lieutenant Morey Griffin shared a room
on the second floor of BOQ (Bachelor Officer's Quarters)...
It was the loveliest Tuluran house and one of the loveliest
houses of any kind he had ever been in, with large flowing
rooms, the house set in groves of trees on a rise which af
forded a splendid view of the Pacific...^
Educational level.—Both of the main characters attended
college. Max Siegel attended Harvard while Melora Alba went to
college in Spain as was traditional for the members of her family.
3
"I was chess champion of my college - Harvard College..."
Setting
The geographic setting for this novel was a group of
islands somewhere in the Pacific. The islands were lovely and
the people were warm and friendly and delighted at having the Navy
stationed there. "Heavens knows there's enough jungle on these










Anatomy of a Murder
Theme
Robert Traver's Anatomy of a Murder analyzes one aspect
of our legal system. Paul Begler, one of the main characters,
had always been interested in the fine points of the law. He had
been the district attorney for the area of Michigan in which he
lived. In this novel he analyzed the unwritten law which permits
a man to defend his wife against an attack on her honor. Lieu
tenant Manion, one of the main characters, murdered the rapist of
his wife. This theme was placed in the established category of
self analysis.
"There is no such thing as the unwritten law in Anglo-American
jurisprudence."^
But unwritten law or no, doesn't a man have a legal right to
kill a man who has raped his wife?3
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The main characters of this novel were placed in the
middle class social and economic status group. This placement of
these characters into this group was based on the pre-determined
factors of: (1) occupations, (2) places of residence, and (3) ed
ucational levels.
Age and sex.—There were three main characters in this








into the middle-aged category.
So at forty I have found myself without a job, my main asset
consisting of a law degree and battered set of law books.1
"...How old are you?" "Thirty-six." "How old is your wife?"
"Forty-one."2
Occupation.--Paul was one of the four lawyers in the study
of the 22 novels and Lieutenant Manion was one of the seven
soldiers found in the study. Mrs. Manion, without a formal oc
cupation, was a housewife.
"An army wife had to find some way to pass her time and still
stay an army wife..."
Ah, I had a genuine military hero on my hands; one who was not
only modest but traditionally reticent as hell, too. And
wouldn't he look nice in court all decked out in his ribbons
and decorations.^*
I'm supposed to be the successful, well-heeled defense law
yer.5
Place of residence.--The main characters of this novel oc
cupied two distinct types of residences: two lived in a trailer,
the third in a small apartment. The soldier and his wife occupied
a trailer. "I've been shifted around to various outfits as a
special instructor. That's why Laura and I got a trailer."












Paul Biegler, the lawyer, occupied a small portion of the
old family house which he had made into a bachelor apartment.
The Chippewa Branch store of a national dime store chain em
braced the entire main floor of the two-story brownstone
building built by German brewer grandfather in the 1870's.
For many years before they died he and Grandma used to live
upstairs, and my combined law office and bachelor's quarters
now occupied their old parlor....
Educational level.—The educational level of one of the
main characters was professional education, indicated by his posi
tion as a lawyer. The soldier, whose rank was that of a lieuten
ant and who was an army instructor, had in all probability at least
a college education. The housewife who was the third main char
acter had at least a high school education. This conclusion was
based on her previous occupation.
I was a mere 4F from an old scar on my lungs caused by an
almost losing bout with pneumonia in law school.2
Didn't you know professional soldiers never have a dime?3
4
"I once sold lingerie in a department store."
Setting
The geographic setting of this novel was the middle west











The town of Chippewa lies in a broad loamy village surrounded
by bald low lying granite and bluffs, about a dozen miles
west of the town of Iron Bay on Lake Superior.*
"State of Michigan, County of Iron Cliff" I, Mitchell Lodwick,
prosecuting attorney in and for the county of Iron Cliffs...
give the court to understand that Clarence Madigan...late of




Peyton Place had as its general theme, sex. It embraced
the lives and frailities of its many characters, especially with
regard to violent emotional entanglements. It was the story of a
small New England town and the secrets of its population. Specif
ically, this was the story of Constance McKenzie, who had had an
illicit affair resulting in an illegitimate child, Allison, and
Michael Rossi, a school teacher who was attracted to Constance.
Constance was as unstill as the river in floodtime. She did
not recognize the symptoms in herself as akin to the painful
restlessness of adolescence, nor did she admit that the dis
satisfied yearning within her could be a sexual one.
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The three main characters of this novel were placed in
the middle class social and economic status group. The placement










quotations about their occupations, places of residence and edu
cational levels.
Age and sex.--Two of the main characters fell in the
middle-aged category; the third character's age spanned the age
categories of childhood and young adulthood.
Constance McKenzie appeared in the story during the ages
of 35 to 39.
At thirty-three, Constance was still beautiful. Her hair
still gleamed, sleek and blond, and her face had not yet
begun to show the lines of time.
"And you," he said softly breathing in her ear, "have a re
markably young body for a lady of thirty-nine."2
Allison, the daughter of Constance, wanted very much to
be like the other children and resented her mother trying to make
her different. In the story she grew from childhood to adulthood
through many trying experiences among the most traumatic of which
was learning about her illegitimacy.
She could not understand a twelve-year old girl keeping her
nose in a book. Other girls her age would have been continually
in the shop, examining and exclaiming over the boxes of pretty
dresses...
Seth had looked at this girl, to tense and fine drawn for a
child of sixteen and had tried to explain to her why they were










Michael Rossi, a school teacher who fell in love with
Constance and helped her to remove the barrier of lies about her
past, was between the ages of 36 and 49 during the course of the
novel.
He was thirty-six years, totally lacking in regret over the
fact that he had never stayed in one job long enough to
"get ahead" as the Pittsburgh secretary put it.
For all of your forty-one years you have remarkably young
ideas.2
Occupation.--The occupations of the three main characters
of this novel were each stated or intimated. Constance was the
only business woman appearing in the 22 novels analyzed. Michael
was one of several school teachers represented by the characters
in this study and Allison, a student, also fell in a category
which was occupied by several other characters.
Constance McKenzie supported herself and her child by
operating an apparel shop which was financed with money left to
her by Allison's father. "The Thrifty Corner Apparel Shop prospers,
perhaps because it was the only store of its kind in Peyton Place,
q
or perhaps because Constance had a certain flair for style."
Allison was a young girl in school throughout most of the
story. After completing school she followed her ambition to write
and went away to seek work in New York. "'You still writing them








good too.1 'Yes, I'm still writing for the magazines,' said
Allison."
Michael Rossi was a school teacher who came to Peyton
Place as headmaster of the local school. Seeing Constance he be
came interested in her and romantically pursued her until they
were married. "'Connie,1 said Harrington, 'I'd like you to meet
o
our new headmaster, Mr. Rossi. Mr. Rossi, Constance McKenzie.1"
Place of residence.—Place of residence was one of the
determining factors in the social and economic status of each
character included in the study. Constance and Allison lived in
a small house and Michael lived in a small bachelor apartment in
Peyton Place until his marriage to Constance. "The houses in
Allison's neighborhood had simple one-family dwellings. Most of
them modeled on Cape Cod lines and painted white with green trim."
Michael lived in an upstairs apartment over the local
Congregationalist minister. "Reverend Fitzgerald had been furious
when Lesslie Harrington had asked about the renting of the apart
ment over the parsonage. He had refused good naturedly and Leslie
4
had been just as good naturedly insistent."
Educational level.—The two main female characters of this










the main male character, was placed in the college educational
category because of his position as the headmaster of a school.
Evidently Constance had at least a high school education
since she had done secretarial work for a while. Also her posi
tion as a successful business woman leads to the assumption that
she had at least a high school education.
"At the age of nineteen she had seen the limitations of
Peyton Place and over the protests of her widowed mother she
sent to New York.... She became the secretary to Allison
McKenzie a handsome, good-natured Scot. *■
Allison was a student during the major portion of this
novel but after graduation from high school she left Peyton Place
and went to New York to write. "It had been September, three
months to the day after graduation from high school, when she ar-
2
rived in New York."
Michael Rossi had worked in many odd jobs, in the steel
mills and in construction jobs, however realizing the value of an
education, he went to school and became qualified to teach.
Michael became the headmaster at the school in Peyton Place be
cause he was so well qualified. "He's got a Master's degree from
Columbia!"3
Setting








small town characteristics. The people were clanish and there
were the usual typical odd characters.
Allison looked across at the emptiness beyond Road End.
From up here she could see the town, spread out below her.
She could see the belfry of the grade school, the church
spires and the winding blue road of the Connecticut River...
She could see the gray stone pile of Samuel Peyton's castle,
and she stared hard at the place for which the town had been
named.*
The View from Pompey's Head
Theme
2
The View from Pompey's Head by Hamilton Basso dealt
primarily with an analysis of a social system by its main char
acter. How important is family position and ancestry was a ques
tion asked in many ways by the main character of this novel. He
asked it of himself as he remembered his childhood and the effect
of his ancestry on his position in the small Southern town in
which he lived. He asked it of himself as he remembered his
early manhood and his friends and the inter-relationship between
himself and them.
It struck him that "Shintoism" was a most revealing word.
One could use it as a key to explain not only Pompey's Head
but the whole South...ancestor worship...was directly re









Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
Anson Page, the principal character of this novel, was
placed in the middle class social and economic status group. The
placement of this character in this category was based on the fol
lowing factors: (1) occupation: lawyer, (2) place of residence:
a large apartment, and (3) educational level: professional.
Age and sex.—The principal character of this novel was
placed in the middle-aged category: "He suspected that it had
some connection with his being eight months past his thirty-ninth
birthday."1
Occupation.—Anson Page was one of the four lawyers among
the main characters of the 22 novels analyzed in this study. He
was the young member of a prominent firm in New York which spe
cialized in legal work for publishing houses. He returned to
Pompey's Head in search of a client and to help clear up a mystery
of some funds missing from his account.
Far removed from the commercial circles of Pompey's Head,
one of the partners of the legal firm of Guthrie, Barlowe
& Paul which represented most of the publishing houses in
New York Anson Page could afford to regard the matter
lightly.2
Place of residence.—The main character of this novel oc
cupied a residence in keeping with his middle class social status;
he lived in a large apartment with his wife and children.
It was on the sixth floor of a ten-story building in the






it included a living room...two cell-like chambers, also
bedrooms given to the children, another room Anson used for
a study...and two baths.
Educational level.—Anson Page was a graduate of college
and law school so he was placed in the educational category of
professional education. "Mr. Barlowe was St. Mark's, Princeton,
and Far Hills, New Jersey, and Anson could never forget he was
2
Montague High, South Carolina State, and Pompey's Head."
Setting
This novel had its setting in a small Southern city, the
childhood home of the novel's principal character who had returned




The theme of Compulsion was devoted to an experiment to
commit a perfect murder executed by two young adults. Born into
a world of wealth and parental indulgence Artie and Judd were mal
adjusted young men, a fact which was further complicated by their
high degree of intelligence. Sid was a classmate of the two










The whole thing was a failure. The killing itself had been
wasted. Even if the killing had been a necessary waste, an
experiment, there remained the death of the thing itself.
The whole thing represented an entity.
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The three main characters of this novel were placed into
two of the categories of socio-economic status. Artie and Judd,
because of the wealth of their parents, their living in large
mansions in Chicago, and their educational levels, were placed in
the upper socio-economic status group. Sid, because of his job
on a newspaper, his residence in a small apartment, and his edu
cational level, was placed in the middle class socio-economic
status category.
Age and sex.—The three main characters of this novel,
Judd Steiner, Artie Straus and Sid Silver were all young adults.
Moreover, I had an obscure hostility toward Artie. I, Sid,
suppose it was because we were the prodigies both graduating
at eighteen.^
Judge Wagner repeated that Judd was a brilliant boy. A Phi
Beta Kappa at seventeen, a law student and the son of one of
the most respected men in Hyde Park.
Occupation.—The main characters of this novel were still
in college and therefore occupationally classed as students.
On that day Judd Steiner slipping into class a moment late,










I was eighteen and I was already graduating...
He would have got to know Artie...if Artie hadn't transferred
to the university at fourteen.2
Place of residence.—The places of residence occupied by
the three main characters were placed in two of the categories
for place of residence. Two of the characters occupied large
houses, the third a small apartment.
Artie and Judd were the sons of very wealthy Chicago
business men and lived with their parents in mansions in the ex
clusive section of Chicago.
They had by now reached Judd's house, an ornate gabled mansion
on Greenwood Street.3
The Strauses with their ten million dollars and their palatial
new mansion...^
Sid lived in the fraternity house on the campus but later
moved to what was indicated in terms of a small apartment. "The
last year I moved out of the house on the pretext that my news
paper work demanded another kind of set-up."
Educational level.—The three main characters were placed
in the educational category of college education; they were all












"Judd was sitting on a bench in the waiting room...a bare
headed college boy..."
People talked about Artie, the brilliant prodigy...^
3
I was sort of a freak, all-A prodigy...
Setting
This novel was one of the small number of novels set in
an urban area. The city in which the action took place was
mentioned numerous times throughout the novel.
In Chicago the papers jointly used the City News Agency to
cover routine sources like neighborhood police stations.
Andersonville
Theme
This novel dealt with the Civil War period in the United
States and life in a Confederate prison camp for Union prisoners.
The horrors of the life led by the prisoners as a result of man's
inhumanity to man and the subsequent effect this had on the lives
of three persons was the theme of this novel.
This gigantic mass of human misery calls loudly for relief,
not only for the sake of suffering humanity, but also on ac

















Kantor, op_. cit., p. 604.
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Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The three main characters were placed in the upper class
economic and social status group.
Age and sex.--The three main characters occupied two of
the age categories. One of the male characters was placed in the
middle-aged category, the two other characters, one male and one
female, were placed in the young-adult age category. Ira Claffey
was the male character in the middle-aged category. "After this
night...I presume that I should date everything from my fiftieth
birthday."1
Lucy Claffey, the daughter of Ira, was the only female
main character in this novel; her age fell in the young adult
2
category. "Lucy would be twenty-one during this year of 1864..."
There was no definite age given for Harrell Elkins; how
ever, from statements made by other characters of the novel, it
was possible to determine that this doctor was probably in his
middle 30's. "He is somewhere near my own age, but half bald
already."3 This statement was made by a young soldier in a letter
home regarding Harrell.
Occupation.--The occupations represented by the characters
of this novel fell into two categories: one a doctor; the other
was a Southern planter. The main female character was not employed







and was one of the few characters in the 22 novels analyzed with
out an occupation.
Ira was the owner of a large plantation in Georgia. A
man of principles, he was unfortunate enough to have the infamous
prison built on his land.
Sometimes there was a compulsion which drew Ira Claffey from
his plantation and sent him to walk in the forest...Ira
Claffey had employed no overseer since the first year of the
war, and had risen early this morning to direct his hands in
the potato patch.
Harrell Elkins was a doctor in the Confederate army. He
had come to Andersonville to serve as one of the prison doctors.
"Just Surgeon Elkins now...I hadn't finished my medical studies
when the war came. .. "^
Lucy Claffey supervised the management of her father's
house. "Below stairs he heard Lucy ordering the black women
about, and soon came the rumpus of barrels being brought to the
3
kitchen gallery."
Place of residence.—The places of residence occupied by
the three main characters of this novel were in two categories.
The categories represented were: (1) large houses, and (2) army
barracks. Ira and Lucy Claffey occupied a large house located on
their plantation. "Ira went on toward the big house...and stopped









Harrell Elkins, the army doctor, had no definite place of
residence given but because he was in the army he was possibly
quartered in army barracks of some sort. "I have requested an
assignment to duty in Camp Sumpter."*
Educational level.--The main characters in this novel rep
resented three of the established educational categories: (1)
college, (2) professional education, and (3) high school.
There was no definite reference given to the educational
level of Ira Claffey during the novel. It was possible to deter
mine from a statement' of another character that he must have had
a college education.
He wished with recurrent regret that Ira Claffey was not
averse to metaphysical discussion, but Ira was averse to it.
Ira was one of the three men among the parson's acquaintances
who possessed sufficient scholarly background to indulge in
such activity.2
In regard to Harrell Elkins the following statement ap
peared in the novel: "Cousin Harry tells me that he served as
assistant to the medical chemist there whilst pursuing his early
medical studies."
Lucy Claffey's educational level was in the high school
category. "There was no instruction in the art Lucy loved most,
at the Americus Female Institute. An attempt was made to teach
4











This novel was set in a small town in Georgia during the
Civil War. "Often in early December the north wind beats thinly,




Bonjour Tristesse by Francois Sagan was a novel which
examined the lives of three persons. It was primarily the story
of Cecile, who lived with her father, a man who found it difficult
to grow old. He surrounded himself with beautiful mistresses and
participated in wild parties in an effort to remain young. Cecile,
a sensitive girl, on a summer vacation with her father Raymond
and a current mistress began to evaluate her life in terms of her
values and those of her father. Ann, the third major character
in this novel, was a stable woman who loved Raymond and tried to
introduce some order into the lives of Raymond and Cecile. "I
will pass quickly over this period, for I am afraid that if I
look at it closely, I shall revive memories that are too painful."
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The three main characters of this novel were placed in








represented among these characters were public relations work and
designing; the remaining character was a student. The place of
residence for all the characters was a large house. The educa
tional levels represented were high school and limited education.
Age and sex.—Two of the main characters of this novel
were placed in the middle-age category as indicated by the ages
stated or intimated in the quotations following. The third char
acter was placed in the young adult age category.
Raymond, the weak and frivolous principal male character
was in the middle-aged category. "My father was forty...He was
young for his age full of vitality and liveliness."
Ann was a woman of intelligence and beauty. She came to
Raymond's house to marry him. "At forty-two, she was a most
attractive woman, much sought after, with a beautiful face, proud,
o
calm, reserved."
Cecile was a young girl in her teens who was spending a
summer vacation with her father. "That summer, I was seventeen
3
and perfectly happy."
Occupation.--Raymond was one of the few businessmen among
the main characters of the 22 novels analyzed in this study. Ann
was the only designer among the characters and Cecile was one of








a main character was a primary determinant in the social and eco
nomic status accorded to the character. "Her work was concerned
with women's fashions and my father's with publicity..."
Cecil was a student on vacation. Having flunked her ex
amination she was studying to take it again. "Everything would
be as before; after all, why should I not try to pass my examina-
2
tion? A college degree was sure to come in useful later on."
Place of residence.—All of the principal characters oc
cupied a villa together. "He had rented a large white villa on
3
the Mediterranean, for which we had been longing all spring."
Educational level.—Ann's definite educational level was
not mentioned during the development of the novel. However, be
cause of the type of work in which she was engaged and her as
sociates she was in all probability at least a high school grad-
4
uate. "Her friends were intelligent and discreet."
There was no mention made of the educational accomplish
ments of Raymond during the novel. It was possible to deduce from
a reference to not having a high school diploma that his formal
education was limited. "'Why should she?'...'I never got any












This novel was one of several set in foreign countries,
specifically on the Mediterranean coast of France. There was no
definite name cited for the area in which the villa was located;
however, various places in France were mentioned.
I fell asleep thinking of Cyril who was probably at that
moment in Cannes with the same kind of charming girl.1
In Paris there was no time for reading: after lectures my
boy friends hurried me off to the movies.^
The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit
Theme
The theme of The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit by Sloan
Wilson was concerned with self analysis. The principal character,
Thomas Rath, was a young business executive who while struggling
to "get to the top" suddenly realized that he was compromising his
basic principles of honesty.
I should quit if I don't like what he does, but I want to
eat, and so, like a half million other guys in grey flannel
suits, I'll always pretend to agree, until I get big enough
to be honest without being hurt. That's not being crooked,
it's just being smart.1*
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters










in the middle class socio-economic status category.
Age and sex.--Rath was placed in the young adult age
category because of definite statements regarding his age, one of
which follows: "Anything about a man can be summed up in numbers.
Thomas Rath, thirty-two years old..."1
Occupation.—Thomas Rath was a young businessman who
worked in the hustle and bustle of big business in New York.
Specifically, he was a public relations man. "From the point of
view of the United Broadcasting Corporation the most significant
fact about me is that I am applying for a position in its public
relations department...^
Place of residence.—Thomas Rath, along with his wife and
children, occupied a large mansion left him by a wealthy grand
mother. "Finally, he saw the stone posts...he turned into the
driveway...he passed the grove of oak trees, the carriage house,
the rock garden. Ahead of him the old mansion loomed...3
Educational level.—Rath attended a small private school
for his elementary and high school education. His college edu
cation he received from Harvard. "I was graduated from Covington











The geographic setting for this novel was a suburban com
munity in New England. "On the evening of October 8, Tom and
Betsy Rath went to the town Hall in South Bay to attend the public
hearing on the proposed schools.11
Mrs. 'Arris Goes to Paris
Theme
Mrs. 'Arris Goes to Paris by Paul W. Gallico was an
entertaining study of human nature. The author selected a theme
with which most people could identify; a dream for whose fulfill
ment one is willing to do anything. Mrs. Harris, the principal
character, had a dream of owning a Dior dress like those owned by
many of the ladies in whose homes she cleaned. Mrs. Harris was a
winsome person who had many delightful experiences in trying to
acquire a Dior dress. After acquiring her dream dress, Mrs. Harris
let a client use the dress and, as the result of a careless acci
dent, the dress was ruined. However, all ended well and the little
London charwoman resumed her duties feeling much richer because of
her experiences. This novel was one of seven which fell outside
the established categories for them and one of the five of the
seven which were classed as comedies.
. . .At that instant Mrs. Harris had made up her mind that all
she desired above all else on earth and in Heaven thereafter,








It was as though all she missed through the poverty, the
circumstances of her birth and class in life could be made up
by becoming the holder of this one bit of feminine finery.
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The main character of this novel was placed in the lower
economic and social status group.
Age and sex.—Mrs. Ada Harris was an elderly woman of
about 60. "The world in which Mrs. Harris, now approaching
sixties, moved was one of perpetual mess and untidiness."
Occupation.--The main character of this novel was employed
as a cleaning woman and was the only character of those found in
the novels who was so employed.
On the passenger manifest of the airliner she appeared as
Mrs. Ada Harris, though she invariably pronounced it as
"Mrs. 'Arris," no. 5 Willis Gardens, Battersea, London S.W.
11, and she was indeed a charwoman, a widow who "did" hours
for a clientele who lived in and on the fringes of the
fashionable Eaton Square and Belgravia.^
Place of residence.—The place of residence occupied by
the principal character during the major portion of this novel was
a small house.
"If Madame would care, I invite her to come to ray house and
remain with me during this period as my guest. It is not
much - only a small house, but my sister had to go to Lille
















Educational level.—The placement of Mrs. Harris in the
limited education category was based on her occupation and her
social status in the community.
Up to the magic moment of finding herself hoisted off the
face of the earth hers had been a life of never ending
drudgery, relieved by nothing more than an occasional visit
to the flicks, the corner pub or an evening at the music
hall.1
Setting
This novel was set in Paris, France, where Mrs. Harris
traveled to get her Dior dress.
Thus Mrs. Harris saw Paris by twilight from the second land
ing of the Tour Eiffel, by milky moonlight from Sacre-Coeur;
and waking up in the morning at dawn when the market bustle




Doctor Zhivago was listed and analyzed in the study as a
personality profile. It had as its theme the transition of Russia
during the period of the great revolution and its effect on Yurii
Andreievich Zhivago and his family and friends. The author of
this novel drew upon the many struggles and upheavals that evolved
within the Russian people themselves as well as within the country
for this significant and revealing story during the time of the








His friends had become strangely dim and colorless. Not one
of them had preserved his own outlook, his own world. They
had been much more vivid in his memory. He must have over
estimated them in the past. Under the old order which en
abled those whose lives were secure to play the fools and
eccentrics at the expense of the others while the majority
led a wretched existence, it had been only too easy to mis
take the foolishness and idleness of a privileged minority
for genuine character and originality..."I too think that
Russia will become the first socialist state since the
beginning of the world."■'■
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The two main characters of this novel were both placed in
the upper class socio-economic group.
Age and sex.—The ages of the two main characters spanned
the period from childhood to late middle age. The novel began
when they were only children; however, at the conclusion of the
story, from all indications, they were both middle-aged. The
following quotations indicate the ages of the main characters at
various times during the course of the novel. This quotation has
reference to Zhivago during childhood and middle age. "The
coffin was closed, nailed and lowered into the ground...A ten year
old boy climbed on it."^ "I've got sclerosis of the heart...I'm
3
not yet forty."
Lara Fedorva Guishar, the second main character of this
novel, was a friend of Zhivago during his teens and later when








she was well developed." In the course of the novel, after this
time, there was no definite statement of Lara's age but she and
Zhivago were close to the same age.
Occupation.—The occupations represented by Doctor Zhivago
and Larisa were both in the professional category. Doctor Zhivago
was a doctor and Larisa was a nurse. Both occupations were rep
resented by several of the main characters of the 22 novels ana
lyzed in this study.
Young Zhivago was from an upper social and economic status
group and during his youth manifested interests in many areas. He
was interested in the arts, history and writing. He chose medicine
as his profession after much deliberation. "He was interested in
natural science and believed that a man should do something
o
socially useful in his practical life. He settled on medicine."
Larisa was also a member of the upper class in her society
and was therefore able to take advantage of the educational op
portunities available. Occupationally she was a teacher for a
while and later became a nurse who worked in the battlefields of
the Revolution. "Larisa shared all her husbands interests. She
q
herself taught at the girl's gymnasium." "Now she trained










Place of residence.—The places of residence occupied by
Zhivago and Larisa were usually large houses. As his permanent
residence Zhivago had a comfortable home suited to an upper class
family. He lived in this home with his uncle. "The Gromeko's
house had two stories...on the top floor were the bedrooms."1
Larisa apparently had no permanent residence after be
coming separated from her mother. After she married she and her
husband settled in Yuriatan, where she remained until the revolu
tion and began her travels with Zhivago. During the major portion
of this novel there was no definite place of residence because of
the extensive traveling of the two characters.
Educational level.—Zhivago and Larisa were placed in the
professional educational category. The placement of them in this
category was based on definite statements made in the development
of the novel. "Yura, Micha, Gordon and Tonia were due to graduate
2
the following spring. Yura in medicine..." "Both Pasha and
3
Lara had graduated with flying colors."
Setting
The geographic setting for this novel was Russia. It was
one of several novels whose settings were in a foreign country.
The novelist described in detail the Russian countryside espe








Russia with its fields, steppes, villages, and towns bleached
lime-white by the sun, flew past them wrapped in hot clouds
of dust...1
In April of that year Zhivago set out with his whole family
...far away in the Urals.^
Exodus
Theme
The general theme of the novel Exodus was placed in the
category of religion. The specific theme was the story of the
Jews and their struggle to set up a separate political unit for
Jews. Many political intrigues were involved in the re-birth of
Israel as a nation. As the story unfolded the reader accompanied
the two main characters, Ari Ben Cannan, an Israeli Freedom
Fighter, and the other, an American nurse, Kitty Fremont through
the adventures involved in smuggling Jews to Palestine and the
trials of settling and living in a new place. The struggles to
set up Israel were constantly menaced by the British quota of im
migration to the Mandate of Israel and the hostile Arabs who were
the geographic neighbors of Israel. The theme of this novel,
which was the revival of a nation, was best expressed by one of
the main characters in the following quotation:
"Thus saith the Lord God; When I shall have gathered the
house of Israel from the people among whom they are scattered








shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my servant
Jacob wherein your father abode and they shall abide therein
and even they and their children and their children's children
forever."
Socio-economic Status of Main Characters
The two main characters of Exodus were placed in the
middle class social and economic status group. Ari Ben Cannan,
came from a background of eternal struggle. Through his qualities
of leadership and intelligence he became an outstanding leader in
the Zionist movement. He was one of the undisputed leaders of the
underground movement to smuggle Jews into Palestine out of the
many places of detention scattered over Europe. Ari had been edu
cated at home and later, in all probability, in a community school.
Because of the factors previously mentioned and his former posi
tion in the British army he was placed in the middle socio-economic
class group.
Kitty Fremont, because of her professional education in
college as a nurse, and statements made about her by other char
acters, was placed also in the middle class social and economic
group.
Age and sex.—The two main characters both were placed in
the young adult age category. This placement of these characters





Uris ., op_. cit.
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Kitty would be twenty-eight years old now.
Ben Cannan, thirty and a strapping six-footer with black hair
and ice-blue eyes, could be mistaken for a movie leading man.2
Occupation.—Both of the main characters in this novel
were employed in a profession. Ari Ben Cannan was professional
soldier and Kitty Freemont was a nurse.
Ari Ben Cannan was a Palestinian who had at one time
served as a captain in the British Army where he earned the
Military Cross of Valor. Later he became one of the leading
freedom fighters of the underground movement to get as many Jews
as possible into Israel.
...the appearance of Ari Ben Cannan on Cyprus meant a top-
level mission for Mossad Aliyah Bet...The Mossad Aliyah Bet
was an organization of Palestinian Jews whose business was
to smuggle other Jews to Palestine.^
...I wonder if the British added that I was a captain in their
army during World War II. I admit I am a Zionest troublemaker
and I will continue to be until they keep their promises about
Palestine. Whether my work is legal or not is a matter of
opinion.^
Kitty Freemont's ambition had been to become a nurse.
This ambition was fulfilled through her training at the state
college in the nursing division. After she finished her training
she married her college sweetheart who was later killed in World









Subsequently, Kitty accepted a post as a United Nations nurse and
was stationed in Europe when she became involved in the Jewish
refugee movement.
"I went back to nursing plunging into it like crazy. The
minute it was over in Europe I took on this Greek orphanage
...it was a twenty-four hour-a-day job."*
"My work is finished at Salonike...I've a dozen offers I can
take around Europe with the United Nations."2
Place of residence.—Ari Ben Cannan was the son of an
outstanding spokesman for Jewish rights. His permanent residence
was at the home of his father, a large sprawling farm called Yad
El; the house was small. "It was late afternoon when Ari turned
into the gates of Yad El. He stopped before a flower-bedecked
cottage."3
Kitty, After many temporary residencies, finally came to
the village called Gan Dafna where the refugee children were
placed and cared for. She lived in a small cabin in the village
where she helped as a nurse.
The combination living room and bedroom was simple but
tasteful. The draperies and the spread over the couch bed
were of the thick Negev linen weave...There was another
small room, a study and a pullman kitchen and bath.4
Educational level.—Kitty Freemont was placed in the pro










and definite statements regarding her years at college. "Kitty
stayed on at State to finish her pre-nursing training."1
Ari Ben Cannan had no formal college education indicated
in the development of the novel. His early educational training
he received from his parents and later it is probable that he
attended the school which was established in his community. His
position in the Israeli movement, his position in the British
army, and his language achievements indicated at least a formal
high school education and possibly college training. "Ari Ben
Cannan was the pride of his father's heart...Besides Hebrew and
English he mastered Arabic, German, French, and Yiddish..."
Setting
Portions of this novel were set in Europe but the major
portions were set in the Middle East, specifically in Palestine.
The area in Palestine was rural, where the people were struggling
with farms, trying to irrigate the drylands and to build a new
and powerful country. "We Jews have created a strange civiliza
tion in Palestine...The eternal longing of the Jewish people to










This chapter presents a summary of the results of the
analysis of the 22 books which remained for eight months or more
on the list of best-selling fiction in The New York Times and the
conclusions drawn from the study of certain aspects of the novels.
The aspects of the books analyzed were: (1) theme, the underlying
idea of the story; (2) setting, the geographic area in which the
major portion of the story took place; and (3) main character
types as indicated by educational level, social class level and
place of residence. The place of residence referred to the type
of home occupied by the main character or characters.
Socio-economic Status of the Characters
in the Novels Analyzed
Ages of the Main Characters
The ages of the main characters were determined from the
contents of the books and were divided into the following cate
gories: (1) those whose ages ranged up to 15 years, designated as
children; (2) those whose ages fell between 15 and 35 years,
designated as young adults; (3) those whose ages ranged from 36
through 55 years, designated as middle-aged; and (4) those over
56 years of age. Of the 46 main characters treated in the 22
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books studied, the largest number fell into the middle-aged cate
gory and the young adult category. The two extremes in the age
grouping, the children and the elderly, were represented by a
very small number. There were very few characters whose ages in
the course of the development of the novel spanned two or more
age categories. There were 27 characters whose ages were specif
ically stated in the course of the novel. In the other 19 cases
age was not given but was inferred from circumstances such as oc
cupation, ages of associates and statements of events occurring
in the character's life.
After analyzing the findings of the age groupings it
would seem that best-selling fiction deals in the main with people
who are young adults and those considered middle-aged. These two
groups make up a large portion of our society indicating the pos
sibility that the writer of best-selling fiction tends to write
about people with whom the majority of society can in some manner
identify itself. Also these are perhaps the age groups who rep
resent the major audience for best-sellers.
Sex of the Main Characters
Sex was analyzed in order to determine who is written
about more, the hero or the heroine? According to the findings
of this study, of the 46 characters from the 22 novels studied
31 were male and 15 female. This is another possible indication
that the writers of best-selling fiction tend to write about the
things in which their readers will be most interested. In the
cultural system of the United States the man is the dominant member
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in the relationships between men and women. He is traditionally
the provider and protector; therefore, in best selling fiction
this trend would probably be followed in order to appeal to the
largest number of readers. Most of the reading of best-sellers
is done by women, so male characters portrayed as strong and as
good providers appeal to the female reader because this is the
ideal her culture upholds. Also the female readers can identify
themselves with the object of the hero's protection. Another
possibility for the seeming trend in best-seller fiction, to
write more about men than women, could be the many vicarious ad
ventures possible for the female reader through the male char
acter. The female character's activities are more limited by the
framework of her culture, therefore the adventures of the male
characters, in most instances, provide more interesting reading.
Occupations of the Main Characters
The occupations of individuals indicated several facts
about them. Among the facts indicated from the analysis of oc
cupations are: (1) educational and economic levels and (2) social
class status. Many varied occupations were associated with the
main characters of the 22 novels analyzed.
The largest number of occupations fell into the profes
sional group and the majority of these were employed as physicians,
businessmen, lawyers and teachers. The second large group of oc
cupations fell into the non-professional category. This group's
major representatives were soldiers, housewives, students and a
small number of other occupations. Persons evidencing no occupa
tion made up the third category and were represented by a very
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small number. Professional employment is one of the characteris
tics of the middle class into which a very large percentage of the
American reading public falls (see Table 1).
TABLE 1























































Places of Residence of Main Characters
As has been stated, previously, place of residence in this
analysis refers to the type of home the 46 main characters of the
22 novels occupied. The largest number of characters occupied
large homes followed in number by those occupying small homes.
Other types of residences mentioned were army barracks, large
apartmente, hotel rooms, trailers and native huts. The type of
home was ascertained from the author's statements about the type
of home, from the statements of the main characters, from the oc
cupations or from the social class status. A very small percentage
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of characters fell into the lower social and economic class level
(see Table 2).
The largest number of people written about in the examples
of best-selling fiction analyzed were in the middle class, which
could possibly support the claim of sociologists that the middle
class is growing. This possibility is based on the tendency of
best-seller novelists to try to appeal to the largest number of
readers.
TABLE 2
RESIDENCES OF MAIN CHARACTERS
Type of Residence Number of Characters









Educational Level of the Characters Studied
More Americans than ever before are in school today at
all levels of our educational system. Of all American youths who
are 16 and 17 years of age, 80.6 per cent are in high school in
dicating that an increasing number will finish high school. The
number attending colleges and universities is increasing even more
rapidly. At present about 35 per cent of our population goes to
college, but a rising trend is noted and by 1970 this country will
1
Arnold W. Green, Sociology (New York: McGraw Hill Book
Company, I960), p. 492.
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have approximately three times as many graduates from college as
1940.1
What implications does this have from the viewpoint of
the writer of best-selling fiction, if any? As has been stated,
the writer of best-selling fiction seems to write about the type
of characters with whom the average person can identify himself.
Therefore, as the educational level rises in the society it is
possible that the average educational level of the novelist's
characters will also rise in this type of novel.
The classification of the educational level of the char
acters was divided into the following categories: limited educa
tion, high school education, college education and advanced or pro
fessional education 11 characters. Although the authors wrote
about all educational levels, there was seemingly a tendency to
write about more persons with college educations. The conclusions
as to which category a character was placed in were established
from direct statements from the main characters in a majority of
the cases; in other cases, from the occupations of the characters,
the types of homes in which they lived, and their associates.
Themes
The term theme, as used in this study, referred to the
underlying or central idea of the novel. The category of theme
was divided into the following general sections: sex, crime pro
blems, politics, self analysis, religion, and racial problems.




The largest number of novels had themes which fell into
the category of self analysis, specifically the personality pro
file. Personality profile, as a category of self analysis, refers
to those themes which dealt with the searchings and self-analysis
of a character, his re-evaluation of his value system and that of
his culture. There has been a growing trend in this country to
become introspective, to find out the how's and why's of ourselves
and the society in which we live. This trend has evidenced itself
in our interest in psychology, psychiatry and the social sciences.
It has shown itself in our literature in such books as Sloan
Wilson's The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit in which the main char
acter begins to analyze himself and the society in which he lives.
2
It is evidenced in such novels as The View from Pompey's Head in
which the main character analyzes himself and the class structure
of a community. Other novels included in this study which fell
3 4
into this category were: Anatomy of a Murder, Not as a Stranger,
Bonjour Tristesse, By Love Possessed, and Doctor Zhivago.
Sloan Wilson, op_. cit.
2
Hamilton Basso, op_. cit.
3
Robert Traver, op_. cit.
4
Morton Thompson, op_. cit.
5
Francois Sagan, Francois Quoriez, op_. cit.
6
James Gould Cozzens, op_. cit.
7
Boris Pasternak, op_. cit.
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Of the 22 novels analyzed only two had themes which were
religious in nature: Taylor Caldwell's Dear and Glorious Physician,1
a warm and moving story of the apostle Luke's search for inner
faith, and Exodus by Leon Uris which tells the story of the Jews
and their struggle to set up a separate political unit for Jews.
Treatment of a political theme occurred in two of the 22
novels analyzed; one of the two fell into the subdivision of
foreign politics, the other in the subdivision of domestic politics.
The concern with the impression which Americans are making on
foreign countries is the subject of The Ugly American which deals
with some American diplomatic representatives in a small Asian
nation. The Last Hurrah deals with the end of an era on the
political scene, the end of absolute rule by a political machine.
Currently there has seemingly been a trend toward novels
which deal with sex as a theme. Russell Lynes expressed it in his
study of fiction of the 1950's as a "strong taste for bedroom
scenes." The two novels in this study which had themes which
classed with the general category of sex were Peyton Place and
Taylor Caldwell, op_. cit.
2
Leon Uris, op_. cit.
3
William J. Lederer and Eugene Burdick, op_. cit.
Edwin 0'Conner, op_. cit.
5
Russell Lynes, op_. cit. , p. 15.
6
Grace Metalious, op_. cit.
93
1 2
Lolita. Peyton Place dealt primarily with pre-marital and
marital sexual behavior of two members of a small New England com-
munity. Lolita fell into the subdivision under the theme of sex
which is specifically for those novels which have as their themes
what may be considered abnormal sexual behavior.
The category of racial problems was represented by Robert
4
Ruark's Something of Value. This novel treats the racial strife
between the natives and the white settlers in Kenya, Africa, the
emerging nationalism of the Negro, and the growth of the native
organization, the Mau Mau. The two main characters represented
the two major forces of the novel: the white settler, tolerant
but not understanding; the native who is having his old ways taken
away from him by the white settler but who has gained nothing to
replace them.
Crime, usually a popular type of subject, was represented
in only one novel of the 22 analyzed. This novel was Meyer
Levin's Compulsion5 which has as its theme a murder committed by
two young men as an experiment to commit the perfect crime. The
novel examines the crime and its perpetrators.
. _.
Vladimir Nabokov, op_. cit.
2
Grace Metalious, ojd. cit.
3
Vladimir Nabokov, op_. cit.
4
Robert Ruark, op_. cit.
5
Meyer Levin, oj>. cit.
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Seven of the novels analyzed had themes which fell outside
the categories established. Five of these novels were comedies
and included: Auntie Mame, Don't Go Near the Water,2 No Time for
Sergeants, Rally Round the Flag Boys, and Mrs. 'Arris Goes to
Paris. The other novels which did not fall into the established
categories were: Andersonville and Love is Eternal. Andersonville8
had as its theme the understanding of man's inhumanity to man and
the horrors and futility of war. Love is Eternal9 is the bio
graphical novel of Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd Lincoln.
The themes of the novels analyzed were extremely varied.
Represented in this collection of varied interests were novels of
self-analysisj crime, sex, politics, racial problems, comedy,
religious themes and biographical themes.
2
3
Patrick Dennis, op_. cit.
j
William Brinkley, op_. cit.
I
Mac Hyman, op_. cit.
4
Max Shulman, o£. cit.
Paul W. Gallico, op_. cit.
MacKinley Kantor, op_. cit.
7
Irving Stone, O£. cit.
I
MacKinley Kantor, op_. cit.
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Setting, as used in this study, referred to the geographic
area in which the major portion of the action took place and was
divided into the following categories: small towns, urban areas,
suburban areas, and foreign countries.
Small Towns
In the category of small towns which referred in this
study to a rural area, not to a small suburban area, five novels
were placed. The distinction as to setting was made on the basis
of the occupations of the people, the means of transportation, the
kinds of entertainment available, the general habits and attitudes
of the people and from direct statements on the part of the char
acters .
Urban
The urbanization of this country has resulted from large
scale movements from rural to urban areas. In 1956, 73 per cent
of the population was located in urban areas. Of the 22 novels,
five were set in domestic urban areas. Urban area excludes the
suburban area in which a large portion of the population dwells.
Recent growth in the urban area has been in the suburbs of the
city. These areas are not incorporated in the city limits but
they are economically and culturally dependent on the city. The
population of the suburbs represents about one-third of the total
1




population of the United States and they represent 97 per cent of
the growth in population. The population of the suburbs is made
up mainly of young adults with very few old people and few teen
agers. Occupationally, the majority of the residents are young
2
professionals. Several of the novels analyzed were geographically
set in suburban areas.
Foreign
The statement that the world is growing smaller because of
the development of faster means of communications is one that is
frequently made. As a result of the "shrinking" of the world we
have become conscious of our world neighbors of whom previously we
knew little. This trend of interest is also evidenced in national
concern for these countries politically and economically. It is
evidenced by this country's endeavoring to learn something of
these other countries' cultural achievements through cultural ex
change programs and it is further indicated by the importance
foreign policy has assumed in the political structure.
Has this concern manifested itself in the literary world,
especially in best-selling fiction? Of the 22 novels analyzed in
terms of setting, eight were set in countries outside the conti
nental United States. Foreign settings were divided into the
following categories: European, Asian, African, etcetera, which






the settings were urban, one European and one African. One of the
settings was suburban; this was European. Five of the foreign
settings were rural; three Asian, one African, and one in the
Pacific Island group. Some of the foreign countries represented
were France, Israel, Egypt and The Union of South Africa.
Conclusions
After examining the results of the study the following
conclusions were reached regarding the factors which were analyzed:
(1) The themes of best selling novels are varied. There was a
definite trend to be noted in theme, this was the increase in the
number of novels whose themes fell into the general area of self-
analysis. (2) In terms of age, the largest number of characters
fell into the young adult category, from 15 through 35 years of
age, and middle-aged, 36 through 55 years of age. (3) Male char
acters were treated as main characters more than were women in
best-sellers according to the findings of this study. (4) Indi
cated by the results of this study, a large percentage of the
main characters of best-selling fiction are professionally em
ployed. (5) Educational level varied. There was a tendency to
write about main characters with college educations. (6) The
settings of the novels were varied with no trend toward any one
type of setting. Eight of the 22 novels were set in foreign
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OrientalandWhite NegroandOriental OtheraThe "x" in this section of the Master Checksheet indicates one novel in each instance of itsuse. The absence of "x" under the categories of theme for a novel indicates that its theme felloutside the categories for theme.












































































































































































































The "x" in this section of the Master Checksheet indicates one novel in each instance of its
use.
The absence of "x" under the categories of theme for a novel indicates that its theme fell
outside the categories for theme.
AGE, SEX AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS
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The asterisk used in this section of the Master Checksheet refers to one character whose
age spanned several age categories in each instance of its use.
The "x" used in this section of the Master Checksheet refers to one character each time
it is used.
AGE, SEX AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE
MAIN CHARACTERS - Continued
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asterisk used in this section of the Master Checksheet refers to one character whose
age spanned several age categories in each instance of its use.
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EDUCATIONAL LEVELS OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS
Title of the Novel
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The use of "x" in this section of the Master Checksheet represents one character
in each instance of its use.
SETTINGS
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